We reexamine the causal properties of geometries generated by parallel, moving cosmic strings, particularly our statement that closed timelike curves are forbidden there. Contrary to a recent claim, such acausal behavior cannot be realized by physical, timelike, sources.
of the (locally flat) geometries generated by moving point particles in 2+1 dimensions, or equivalently by parallel moving cosmic strings in 3+1 dimensions. Let us call sources of either type "cosmons" for brevity. We stated without proof that closed timelike curves (CTC's) are forbidden in universes generated by spinless cosmons, although they could be present in generic exterior "Kerr" geometries. Physically, our reason was that the cosmon system, like any conventional general relativistic one, should be constructable by Cauchy evolution of spacelike surfaces, and we saw no ground for spontaneous formation of obstructions (such as CTC's) in the evolution of normal cosmons. We show explicitly here, using the solutions in [1] , that our conclusion is indeed correct: There are no CTC's if the space times have -physically accept able global structure, which they do for physically acceptable sources.
A recent interesting construction [2] of a space-time generated by two moving cosmons and supporting CTC is not in contradiction with our statement, because that construction does not obey our "physical acceptability" criteria ( [3] . ( We have taken v along the x axis. ) Note that the coefficient of the "deficit" a is now singular on the whole x~t =0 surface rather than just at the position of the particle, as in (1).
Correspondingly, in the effective stress tensor, T ee 8(r) associated with (1) becomes replaced by T'~'~6(x)b'(t) -a tachyonic particle. Such a "boost-identified" spacetime will never arise by boosting a "rotation-identified" space-time.
Consequently, Gott's CTC's cannot be created or destroyed, but come towards the interaction region from spacelike infinity. We can view them as resulting from a boundary condition at spacelike infinity that one should call "unphysical, " namely, the identification (4). The sources must always be moving at their high velocity, in order to ensure his CTC criterion, i.e. , the opposite of (3).
%'e emphasize that while each of Gott [5] in which it is shown that in Gott 
